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September 17, 2020 
 
Dear Families: 
 
This week, I have enjoyed seeing your children in action under tents, in classrooms 
and virtually. Our students have shown their flexibility and enthusiasm, appreciating 
the chance to gather in classes with peers and teachers and begin this year’s 
learning. Parents, I can’t express enough appreciation for your support as we have 
worked through technology challenges and revised schedules while launching an 
exciting learning experience. 
 
I would like to give you a couple of important updates in this letter that are crucial for 
our continued success this year. 
 
Student Gatherings 
As you have probably read, Lincoln-Sudbury High School and Dover-Sherborn High 
School had to change from a hybrid start to a remote start as a result of large groups 
of students gathering at homes for parties. To be clear, a similar social gathering in 
Wayland could cause the delay of in-person instruction, which starts for most 
students on October 19. Please note that a delay due to a high school gathering 
could impact all grades, given the fact that our high school students have siblings.  
 
I see with my own two boys, ages 20 and 22, how frustrating they find not being able 
to congregate in large groups with their friends. It can feel lonely and It is profoundly 
unfair how circumscribed our children’s social lives have become. That said, social 
distancing, mask wearing and limiting gathering size is what we have to do to protect 
each other, particularly our older family and friends and those who are more 
vulnerable. As adults, we need to be vigilant about preventing large parties. In 
addition, we must set clear expectations for our children that they wear masks and 
keep socially distant when they are around other people in public.  
 
We all know that we can be vigilant in sussing out potential party locations and can 
monitor mask wearing carefully and, yet, many of our young people may resist 
complying. As a result, it is important that we also engage our children as 
empowered members of our community whose responsibility it is to protect others. 
Rather than simply shaming them, we need to talk with our children about the 
enormous weight and impact their actions will have over the next several months in 
preserving our well-being and in providing opportunities for them to interact with their 
peers. 
 
 
The Student Screening Form 
During the week of September 21-25, students who come into the school buildings 
will continue to complete the Student Screening Form. This form asks the questions 
that parents or guardians must answer each morning before sending their child into a 
school building. In particular, please note that the form expresses an expectation that 
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https://www.wayland.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1036352/File/2020%20Novel%20Coronavirus%20(COVID-19)%20Updates/2020_9_11%20Schools_Student%20covid%20screening%20form%20-%20final%20-%20Sheet1%20(1).pdf


 
parents will take their children’s temperatures each morning. If you have questions 
about the “high-risk states” mentioned in question #4 please see the following link. 
 
We are depending on you to keep your children home if they have symptoms 
identified in the form. Keeping symptomatic students home is perhaps the most 
effective tool that we have to reduce the risk of the spread of COVID infections and 
keep our schools open. If a child enters the building with symptoms, that student will 
be sent to the nurse and a parent will be called to pick the child up immediately. 
 
Please note that we plan to pilot an on-line platform for gathering this data beginning 
the week of September 29. We know that an on-line process is significantly easier for 
families. We appreciate your patience with the paper form for the time being as it has 
enabled us to road-test different digital solutions. 
 
Enjoy this beautiful weather. Thank you for your teamwork as we tackle these 
challenges together. 
 
 
All my best, 

 
Arthur Unobskey, Superintendent 
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https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel-order#lower-risk-states-

